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To discuss

Today 

What is Auditory Verbal Therapy? 

How does it fit into current support?

How effective is Auditory Verbal Therapy? 

What is needed for families to access AVT?



Our vision is that all deaf children have the best 

start in life and flourish at school and beyond.



Analysis of 2021 GCSE's showed that deaf children in 
Northern Ireland achieved a grade 4 on average, 
compared with a grade 5 for all children- achieving an 
entire grade less at GCSE for five years in a row.

(National Deaf Children’s Society, 2022)



All deaf children 
should have access 
to early and 
effective support to 
develop language 
and 
communication, 
whether they use 
sign language, 
spoken language, or 
both.



Challenging expectations for deaf children

33%
of adults in Northern 
Ireland believed it is 

possible for a child born 
profoundly deaf today to 
lean to speak as well as a 

hearing child

Only





UK and international evidence base
(Hitchins, & Hogan, 2018)

80% 97%

Of all deaf children who spend at least two 
years on an Auditory Verbal therapy 
programme achieve age-appropriate 

spoken language.

Of deaf children without additional 
needs who spend at least two years on an 

Auditory Verbal therapy programme 
achieve age-appropriate spoken language.
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• AVUK (2016)  (2018) ,  
Un i ted  K ingdom

• F i rs t  Vo ice  (2015) ,  
Aus t ra l ia  &  New Zea land

• Hogan e t  a l  (2010) ,  
Uni ted  K ingdom

• Perc y -Smi th ,  L  e t  a l  
(2017) ,  Demar k



.

(ASHA Perspectives, 2021) 



Literacy Outcomes 
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Listening
• Neuroplasticity is 

greatest in the 
first 3½ years

• 20 weeks before 
birth

• Use it or lose it!

A “brief sensitive 
period” for 

auditory 
stimulation

( S h a r m a  e t  a l .  2 0 1 5 )



Key Elements

of

AV Therapy

H i g h  E x p e c t a t i o n s



Hearing 
technology…
That gives the best access to 

speech



Auditory Verbal UK

UK Char i ty that provides Audi tory Verbal  Fami ly 

Programme

Training 

Ensure that every deaf  c hi ld 

can access AVT close to 

where they l ive



© AVUK 2021



Inequality of access to Auditory Verbal therapy

Of deaf children in Northern 
Ireland have the 

opportunity to access this 
specialist support

There is currently 0 Certified Auditory Verbal 
Therapists working in local 

services 

10%
Only around





How do we enable families in 

Northern Ireland to access 

Auditory Verbal therapy through 

local services?

Any questions for us?



www.avuk.org
Frances.clark@avuk.org

@AuditoryVerbal

@AuditoryVerbalUK

Auditory Verbal UK @auditoryverbaluk

Auditory VerbalUK

Auditory Verbal UK is a registered charity 
(charity no: 1095133 in England & Wales and charity no: SC052499 in Scotland). 

Registered company number: 4569764. 
Auditory Verbal UK is the operating name of the Auditory Verbal Centre
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